SADLER ON BOOKS

by MATTHEW SADLER

Creak, crunch, groan, snap. Yes,
the first Bundesliga weekend of
the season was the occasion of
much pain and torment in the
Sadler brain. I had the uncomfort-
able feeling of living in a time
zone a couple of moves behind
my opponents for most of the
weekend. The pain started with
the annual club blitz champion-
ship, where I lost 7 and won 8. A
couple of incidents left me rather
perplexed. First this game with
white against a fast-moving Ger-
man FM:
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I felt that I was in the middle of
playing a rather beautifully-con-
trolled Scheveningen, but the
course of events was rather hum-
bling:

21...e522.f5 2g5

Oops. I missed that those pawns
were connected. Never mind, it’s
still a brilliant pawn sacrifice...
23.2¢c5 2e7 24.f6 2£c5
25./)¢5 9d4 26.%e3 £h8
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Hmm, not so obvious. Well, let’s
build up the pressure: Black is just
paralysed anyway.

27.%h6 Hg8 28.5a3 Wf8!
Took me a while to realise that c5
was also attacked here. Compelled
to exchange the queens, I lost af-
ter further adventures.

A few rounds later, I came up
against Kasimdzhanov with black
(or somebody whose name is ap-
proximately spelt like that!) ‘Fi-
nally - an easy pairing!’ I cried, as-
suring myself of winning the
pre-game psychological battle at
least. We got this:

- EIRE OM BORRD

At this point, I thought deeply, in-
vested a minute of precious time
and came up with

16....0d7

I don’t really want to comment on
all the things I missed when I
played this move, but the thing
that I most missed was

17.%e6 We6 18.%f8

It really was the weirdest feeling.
As if I wasn’t quite seeing any of
the connections between pieces,
which when you think about it is
the basis of combinations. If you
don’t even spot the basic relation-
ships - ‘his queen is attacking my
rook’ then you might as well put a
notice on your side of the board
saying ‘Welcome to my pieces!’.

I spent some time that evening do-
ing a few tactical tests to try to get
some tactical feeling back, but it
wasn’t too successful. Anyway the
weekend went through somehow.
I only blundered one pawn, but I
was so scared of putting stuff en
prise that I played very colour-
lessly. Draw with white, loss with
black was the natural result.

So the week after, I was in a bit
of a bad mood, flicking aimlessly
through the review books, getting
a little hazy at the mass of varia-
tions in some of the opening
books. And then I started reading
Lessons in Chess Strategy by
Valeri Beim (Gambit) again.



As the introduction wittily states:
“This is a book for all chess enthu-
siasts. It is for those who are
firmly aware that they will never
become a professional chess
player, but like playing chess and
wish to beat that unpleasant chap
from the nearby club who has al-
ready beaten you three times in
the same infuriating way.

..In my opinion, the most im-
portant thing is to interest the
reader and perhaps to alter to
some extent his existing opinions
or habits, something which is al-
ways a sign of progress.’

Seemed interesting, so I skipped
on to Chapter 1: The Geometry of
the Chessboard. This has actually
always been one of my weakest
spots in chess tactics. I remember
that when I was Joel Lautier’s sec-
ond in the mid 90’s, we both had
our good and weak points, but one
of the things you could bet on was
that if there was a Wal-a8-h1 type
manoeuvre, he would find it (and
whack it out on the board!) about
30 seconds before I had even spot-
ted the first move was legal.

Beim’s approach is very original:
‘The appearance of the board is so
familiar to us that we consider only
the pieces that sit on top and do
not even think about the various
characteristics inherent in the
board itself. All the same, this is by
no means an empty area for investi-
gation, and considering this sub-
ject in more detail is valuable from
a practical point of view.

The board consists of a regular
geometrical shape - a square di-
vided into sixtyfour identical
smaller squares. All of the chess
pieces move between squares on
this board. Distances on the chess-
board are measured not in centi-
metres or inches but in squares. The
distance from al to h8, measured in

centimetres, is greater than the cor-
responding distance from al to a8,
also measured in centimetres. How-
ever, measurement in chess is done
in squares, and these two distances
are equal - the distance in each case
is seven squares.

These essential features create a
unique chessbhoard geometry.’

How you react to this depends on
how you approach chess I guess.
You could just see it as an exercise
in ‘stating the bleedin’ obvious’
but I really like this type of thing.
Just for a moment, you can see
something as familiar as a chess-
board in a slightly different light,
and it is in such moments that you
have the opportunity to overcome
your bad habits and weaknesses.
Anyway, I read this chapter thor-
oughly, which includes a similarly
original exposition of chess arith-
metic and did a number of the
many exercises that Beim always
includes in his books.

That evening, I went to the Gambit
chess club in Amsterdam to meet
up with a friend. This friend is un-

fortunately rather keen on chess
problems at the moment which
has given me a few moments of
torture. Anyway, this time he set
me this one:

& &)

White to play
matein 3

Ha, I saw it almost immediately!
Somehow, 1.%h1! followed by
Wh1-b7 or Wh7-b7, came to me
like clockwork. T know it’s not too
difficult, but for me, this was a rev-
elation. And later that evening, I
even managed to play some
wicked blitz!

So for me, this book is going to be-
come an essential part of the
‘Sadler Brain Lives Again Pro-
gram!’ (SBLAP!).
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Great games, a lot of exercises to
practise each of the themes
treated in the book’s nine chap-
ters, and an original way of look-
ing at the obvious things we take
for granted. Warmly recom-
mended.

Gambit Play by Angus Dunning-
ton (Everyman) is a bright and
breezy book from the increasingly
prolific English IM. You could call
it an ‘inspirational effort’ in the
sense that it tries to give a feel of
gambit play by showing a number
of attractive examples rather than
by drawing any novel conclusions
about the nature of this type of
chess. Such an attitude can also
be quite helpful, however. Reading
in the train, I came across this
charming miniature:

Gil

Leontxo Garcia

Benidorm 1983
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.de5 d4
4.3 Hc6 5.g3 £g4 6.282
Wd7 7.0-0 0-0-0 8.Wh3 h5
9.20bd2?
Dunnington points out that
9.8d1!is quite a typical idea as the
threat of 10.22d4 is very hard to
meet.
9...h4 10.0h4 2e2 11.Hel d3
12./0hf3 Wf5 13.Wph5? a6
14.%a4 5e5 15.2e5 W2
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Yep, 16.8f2 £.¢5 is mate!
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So, imagine my surprise when
playing White for Amersfoort in
the National Cup competition, a
couple of days later, I came up
against:

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.de5 d4
4.3 %6 5.g3 26 6.Wh3!?
Well, not quite the same but easy
to play in analogy with the other
game.

6..%d7 7.2g2 Hb8!? 8.0-0
b5!

And now you guessed it

9.5d1!

When 9..bc4 can be met by
10.20d4! Instead Black played
9..20ge7 when the game was ex-
tremely complicated. However, it’s
a good illustration of how useful
such ‘inspirational’ books can be.
Because the examples are so pic-
turesque, you do tend not to forget
them! For me however, the book’s
biggest drawback is the price: 15
pounds for 124 pages is really
pretty steep.

Finally, just a roundup of two
more opening books that I've been
dipping into with pleasure.

The Marshall Attack by
Bogdan Lalic (Everyman) and
English ...e5 by Alex Raetsky and
Maxim Chetverik (Everyman) are
more of the typical Everyman fare
of easy to read opening books
based on series of illustrative
games rather than strings of varia-
tions numbered up to b2121344.
Lalic in particular does a nice job
of covering a large number of the
sharp sidelines. I couldn’t help
chuckling about this idea of Mark
Hebden’s in the 8.h3 anti-Mar-
shall:
1.e4 e5 2.3 /Hc6 3.2b5 a6
4.2a4 5f6 5.0-0 2e7 6.Hel
b5 7.2b3 0-0 8.h3 £b7 9.d3
d6 10.a3
and now the lovely

10...0a7!
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As Lalic explains: ‘Black makes it
hard for White to carry out his
main manoeuvre &c3-d5 since
Black can then simply exchange
on d5 to achieve a strong posi-
tion in the centre.

The difference between this, at
first glance, strange move and
10...%b8 is that here Black can
quickly  play ..c7-¢c5 and
...Ha8-c8.” You can tell that Heb-
den is a man who knows his
Lopez!

Finally, I’ve just realised that I've
forgotten to give the answer to
puzzle I showed last time.

Tal-Trifunovic
Palma da Mallorca 1966
White to play and win

1.e6!! 2e6 2.Ha7 2&d7
3.%h2!! Zh5 4.b5! Hc5 5.2h3
f5 6.bc6 Hc6 7.2f5 Hd6
8.%g3N

Winning! Magical Tal! |



