
Creak, crunch, groan, snap. Yes,
the first Bundesliga week end of
the sea son was the oc ca sion of
much pain and tor ment in the
Sadler brain. I had the un com fort -
able feel ing of liv ing in a time
zone a cou ple of moves be hind
my op po nents for most of the
week end. The pain started with
the an nual club blitz cham pi on -
ship, where I lost 7 and won 8. A
cou ple of in ci dents left me rather
per plexed. First this game with
white against a fast-mov ing Ger -
man FM:

T_L_DtM_
_J_.lJ_J
JbS_J_J_
i._._.i.
._I_Bi._
_N_._Q_.
.i._._.i
r._._Rk.

T_L_DtM_
_J_.lJ_J
JbS_J_J_
i._._.i.
._I_Bi._
_N_._Q_.
.i._._.i
r._._Rk.

I felt that I was in the mid dle of
play ing a rather beau ti fully-con -
trolled Scheveningen, but the
course of events was rather hum -
bling:
21...e5 22.f5 Ãg5
Oops. I missed that those pawns
were con nected. Never mind, it’s
still a bril liant pawn sac ri fice...
23.Ãc5 Ãe7 24.f6 Ãc5
25.Àc5 Àd4 26.©e3 ®h8

T_L_Dt.m
_J_._J_J
J_._.iJ_
i.n.j._.
._IsB_._
_._.q._.
.i._._.i
r._._Rk.

T_L_Dt.m
_J_._J_J
J_._.iJ_
i.n.j._.
._IsB_._
_._.q._.
.i._._.i
r._._Rk.

Hmm, not so ob vi ous. Well, let’s
build up the pres sure: Black is just 
par a lysed any way. 
27.©h6 Õg8 28.Õa3 ©f8!
Took me a while to real ise that c5
was also at tacked here. Com pelled 
to ex change the queens, I lost af -
ter fur ther ad ven tures. 

A few rounds later, I came up
against Kasimdzhanov with black
(or some body whose name is ap -
prox i mately spelt like that!) ‘Fi -
nally – an easy pair ing!’ I cried, as -
sur ing my self of win ning the
pre-game psy cho log i cal bat tle at
least. We got this:

TsL_.t._
jJj._.mJ
._._.dJ_
_.qI_J_.
._.nJ_._
_I_._.i.
I_._IiBi
r._._Rk.

TsL_.t._
jJj._.mJ
._._.dJ_
_.qI_J_.
._.nJ_._
_I_._.i.
I_._IiBi
r._._Rk.

At this point, I thought deeply, in -
vested a min ute of pre cious time
and came up with 
16...Àd7
I don’t re ally want to com ment on
all the things I missed when I
played this move, but the thing
that I most missed was
17.Àe6 ©e6 18.©f8
It re ally was the weird est feel ing.
As if I was n’t quite see ing any of
the con nec tions be tween pieces,
which when you think about it is
the ba sis of com bi na tions. If you
don’t even spot the ba sic re la tion -
ships – ‘his queen is at tack ing my
rook’ then you might as well put a
no tice on your side of the board
say ing ‘Wel come to my pieces!’.

I spent some time that eve ning do -
ing a few tac ti cal tests to try to get 
some tac ti cal feel ing back, but it
was n’t too suc cess ful. Any way the
week end went through some how.
I only blun dered one pawn, but I
was so scared of putt ing stuff en
prise that I played very colour -
lessly. Draw with white, loss with
black was the nat u ral result.

So the week af ter, I was in a bit
of a bad mood, flick ing aim lessly
through the re view books, get ting 
a lit tle hazy at the mass of vari a -
tions in some of the ope ning
books. And then I started read ing 
Les sons in Chess Strat egy by
Valeri Beim (Gam bit) again.
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As the in tro duc tion wit tily states:
‘This is a book for all chess en thu -
si asts. It is for those who are
firmly aware that they will never
be come a pro fes sional chess
player, but like play ing chess and
wish to beat that un pleas ant chap
from the nearby club who has al -
ready beaten you three times in
the same in fu ri at ing way.

...In my opin ion, the most im -
por tant thing is to in ter est the
reader and per haps to al ter to
some ex tent his ex ist ing opin ions
or hab its, some thing which is al -
ways a sign of progress.’

Seemed in ter est ing, so I skipped
on to Chap ter 1: The Ge om e try of
the Chess board. This has ac tu ally
al ways been one of my weak est
spots in chess tac tics. I re mem ber
that when I was Joel Lautier’s sec -
ond in the mid 90’s, we both had
our good and weak points, but one 
of the things you could bet on was 
that if there was a ©a1-a8-h1 type
ma noeuvre, he would find it (and
whack it out on the board!) about
30 sec onds be fore I had even spot -
ted the first move was le gal.

Beim’s ap proach is very orig i nal: 
‘The ap pear ance of the board is so
fa mil iar to us that we con sider only 
the pieces that sit on top and do
not even think about the var i ous
char ac ter is tics in her ent in the
board it self. All the same, this is by
no means an empty area for in ves ti -
ga tion, and con sid er ing this sub -
ject in more de tail is valu able from
a prac ti cal point of view.

The board con sists of a reg u lar
geo met ri cal shape – a square di -
vided into sixty-four iden ti cal
smaller squares. All of the chess
pieces move be tween squares on
this board. Dis tances on the chess -
board are mea sured not in centi -
metres or inches but in squares. The 
dis tance from a1 to h8, mea sured in 

centi metres, is greater than the cor -
re spond ing dis tance from a1 to a8,
also mea sured in centi metres. How -
ever, mea sure ment in chess is done
in squares, and these two dis tances
are equal – the dis tance in each case 
is seven squares. 

These es sen tial fea tures cre ate a 
unique chess board ge om e try.’

How you re act to this de pends on
how you ap proach chess I guess.
You could just see it as an ex er cise 
in ‘stat ing the bleedin’ ob vi ous’
but I re ally like this type of thing.
Just for a mo ment, you can see
some thing as fa mil iar as a chess -
board in a slightly dif fer ent light,
and it is in such mo ments that you 
have the op por tu nity to over come
your bad hab its and weak nesses.
Any way, I read this chap ter thor -
oughly, which in cludes a sim i larly
orig i nal ex po si tion of chess arith -
me tic and did a num ber of the
many ex er cises that Beim always
includes in his books. 

That eve ning, I went to the Gam bit 
chess club in Am ster dam to meet
up with a friend. This friend is un -

for tu nately rather keen on chess
prob lems at the mo ment which
has given me a few mo ments of
tor ture. Any way, this time he set
me this one:

K_.n._._
_._._.j.
._._._J_
_._M_._.
._TjNi._
_._J_.i.
B_._._Q_
_._._._.

K_.n._._
_._._.j.
._._._J_
_._M_._.
._TjNi._
_._J_.i.
B_._._Q_
_._._._.

White to play

mate in 3

Ha, I saw it al most im me di ately!
Some how, 1.©h1! fol lowed by
©b1-b7 or ©h7-b7, came to me
like clock work. I know it’s not too
dif fi cult, but for me, this was a rev -
e la tion. And later that eve ning, I
even man aged to play some
wicked blitz! 

So for me, this book is go ing to be -
come an es sen tial part of the
‘Sadler Brain Lives Again Pro -
gram!’ (SBLAP!).

www.newinchess.com w 95

TO OUR E.U. SUB SCRIB ERS
save your self and us money

In view of the fa vour able trans ac tion rates for both payer

and payee, ef fec tive as of July 1, 2003, we re quest sub -

scrib ers in EU coun tries who pay in eu ros to our ac count in

the Neth er lands to do so by bank transfer.

In or der to qual ify for the new low trans ac tion rates, such a

pay ment must con tain the so-called IBAN and BIC codes.

For New In Chess these codes are:

IBAN: NL41ABNA 058 91 26 024
BIC: ABNANL2A

Thank you for your as sis tance.c



Great games, a lot of ex er cises to
prac tise each of the themes
treated in the book’s nine chap -
ters, and an orig i nal way of look -
ing at the ob vi ous things we take
for granted. Warmly rec om -
mended.

Gam bit Play by An gus Dun ning -
ton (Ev ery man) is a bright and
breezy book from the in creas ingly
pro lific Eng lish IM. You could call
it an ‘in spi ra tional ef fort’ in the
sense that it tries to give a feel of
gam bit play by show ing a num ber
of at trac tive ex am ples rather than
by draw ing any novel con clu sions
about the na ture of this type of
chess. Such an at ti tude can also
be quite help ful, how ever. Read ing 
in the train, I came across this
charm ing min ia ture:

Gil
Leontxo Gar cia
Benidorm 1983

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.de5 d4
4.Àf3 Àc6 5.g3 Ãg4 6.Ãg2
©d7  7.0-0  0-0-0 8.©b3 h5
9.Àbd2?
Dunnington points out that
9.Õd1! is quite a typ i cal idea as the 
threat of 10.Àd4 is very hard to
meet. 
9...h4 10.Àh4 Ãe2 11.Õe1 d3 
12.Àhf3 ©f5 13.©b5? a6
14.©a4 Àe5 15.Àe5 ©f2!!

._Mt.lSt
_Jj._Jj.
J_._._._
_._.n._.
Q_I_._._
_._J_.i.
Ii.nLdBi
r.b.r.k.

._Mt.lSt
_Jj._Jj.
J_._._._
_._.n._.
Q_I_._._
_._J_.i.
Ii.nLdBi
r.b.r.k.

Yep, 16.®f2 Ãc5 is mate!

So, imag ine my sur prise when
play ing White for Amersfoort in
the Na tional Cup com pe ti tion, a
cou ple of days later, I came up
against:
1.d4 d5 2.c4 e5 3.de5 d4
4.Àf3 Àc6 5.g3 Ãe6 6.©b3!?
Well, not quite the same but easy
to play in anal ogy with the other
game.
6...©d7 7.Ãg2 Õb8!?  8.0-0
b5!
And now you guessed it
9.Õd1!
When 9...bc4 can be met by
10.Àd4! In stead Black played
9...Àge7 when the game was ex -
tremely com pli cated. How ever, it’s
a good il lus tra tion of how use ful
such ‘in spi ra tional’ books can be.
Be cause the ex am ples are so pic -
tur esque, you do tend not to for get 
them! For me how ever, the book’s
big gest draw back is the price: 15
pounds for 124 pages is re ally
pretty steep. 

Fi nally, just a roundup of two
more ope ning books that I’ve been 
dip ping into with plea sure. 

The Mar shall At tack by
Bogdan Lalic (Ev ery man) and
Eng lish ...e5 by Alex Raetsky and
Maxim Chetverik (Ev ery man) are
more of the typ i cal Ev ery man fare
of easy to read ope ning books
based on se ries of il lus tra tive
games rather than strings of vari a -
tions num bered up to b2121344.
Lalic in par tic u lar does a nice job
of cov er ing a large num ber of the
sharp side lines. I could n’t help
chuck ling about this idea of Mark
Heb den’s in the 8.h3 anti-Mar -
shall:
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6  5.0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1
b5 7.Ãb3  0-0 8.h3 Ãb7 9.d3
d6 10.a3
and now the lovely

10...Àa7!

T_.d.tM_
sLj.lJjJ
J_.j.s._
_J_.j._.
._._I_._
iB_I_N_I
.iI_.iI_
rNbQr.k.

T_.d.tM_
sLj.lJjJ
J_.j.s._
_J_.j._.
._._I_._
iB_I_N_I
.iI_.iI_
rNbQr.k.

As Lalic ex plains: ‘Black makes it 
hard for White to carry out his
main ma noeuvre Àc3-d5 since
Black can then sim ply ex change
on d5 to achieve a strong po si -
tion in the cen tre.
The dif fer ence be tween this, at
first glance, strange move and
10...Àb8 is that here Black can
quickly play ...c7-c5 and
...Õa8-c8.’ You can tell that Heb -
den is a man who knows his
Lopez!

Fi nally, I’ve just real ised that I’ve
for got ten to give the an swer to
puz zle I showed last time. 

._._._.t
_._Lm._.
._J_.j._
_.i.i._.
.i._.i._
_._._.kJ
R_._._._
_._._B_.

._._._.t
_._Lm._.
._J_.j._
_.i.i._.
.i._.i._
_._._.kJ
R_._._._
_._._B_.

Tal-Trifunovic

Palma da Mallorca 1966

White to play and win

1.e6!! Ãe6 2.Õa7 Ãd7
3.®h2!! Õh5 4.b5! Õc5 5.Ãh3
f5 6.bc6 Õc6 7.Ãf5 Õd6
8.®g3!!
Win ning! Mag i cal Tal! n
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