
Alas, it seems that a large num ber
of chess books are now pro duced
to keep things ‘tick ing over’. Tick -
ing over for the pub lisher who
needs the sales, the au thor who
needs the money, and the play ers
who need to sus tain the be lief that 
they are do ing some thing to im -
prove their results.

The ‘big three’ in the UK: Gam -
bit, Ev ery man and Batsford, can
all pro duce books of su per la tive
qual ity, but my im pres sion from
some of their re cent out put, and
from what their au thors have told
me, is that they don’t seem to care
much about the qual ity or orig i -
nal ity of their books, as long as
the sales fig ures are healthy.

Of course there is a cor re la tion
be tween qual ity and sales, but I sus -
pect that it is not par tic u larly
strong. The fact is that there is an
en dur ing de mand for chess books
be cause most play ers like to in vest
in their lei sure, so any thing that is
rea son ably well or gan ised and rea -
son ably well ed ited will sell. As a re -
sult, chess books only need to have
a ti tle with some sort of in junc tion
or prom is sory note (Win with... Play 
the... Mas ter ing the...) and a mildly
per fid i ous back cover blurb to keep
the whole pro cess ‘tick ing over’.
This is why there ap pears to be an
in crease in me di o cre books, i.e. de -
cent books and on sen si ble top ics,
but books that feel like they have
been pro duced by the pub lisher
rather than writ ten by the au thor.

I much pre fer ‘bad’ books to me di -
o cre ones. Bad books have noisy
au thors, and usu ally have a dis -
tinc tive taste and tex ture. Me di o -
cre books, on the other hand, have 
complicit pub lish ers and they are
usu ally bland, im per sonal and for -
mu laic.

My ex em plar of a ‘bad’ book
would be Hans Ber liner’s The Sys -
tem (Gam bit). The book is a bit
dated now so it does n’t make sense 
to give a de tailed re view here. Suf -
fice to say that I de test it! I feel ir ri -
tated by the di dac tic tone of that
book, and be mused by the dog -
matic pseudo-sci en tific drivel that
passes for its con tent. Yet it is also
highly am bi tious and orig i nal, so,
yes, I might even rec om mend it,
though not nec es sar ily for read ing.

Bring on the bad books I say!
Let us have more of them! And let
the pub lish ers tell us that they are
bad, so that we can hear them
speak un der the av a lanche of
mass-mar keted me di oc rity.

I’m glad I got that out of my sys -
tem. Now we can talk about good
books, or to be more pre cise, qual -
ity books. Qual ity Chess Eu rope is 
a new pub lish ing house set up by
pro lific au thor IM Ja cob Aagaard,
who has done the rounds with var -
i ous pub lish ers and felt he could
do better, Scot land’s strong IM
John Shaw who has a pro cliv ity for 
ed it ing, and Swe den’s IM Ari
Ziegler, whom I only know as the
friendly man with good dress

sense who runs a chess store in
Gothenburg.

They have made a very prom is -
ing start in deed! Ex perts against
the Si cil ian is ‘a mul ti na tional
line- up of lead ing ex perts (who)
give rec om men da tions against
their own pet lines of the Si cil ian
de fence’. This is such a good idea
that I am sur prised no body tried it 
be fore, and it is very well ex e cuted 
too. Pe ter Wells on the Rich ter-
 Rauzer, Mikhail Golubev on the
Dragon and Sune Berg Hansen on 
the Kan and Taimanov are par tic u -
larly con vinc ing chap ters.

The oth ers are also very good
but I have some mi nor res er va -
tions. It would be un rea son able to
ex pect a ref u ta tion of the Najdorf,
and Thomas Lu ther pres ents a full 
and plau si ble rep er toire with
6.Ãg5 with out pre tend ing that
White is nec es sar ily better in all
lines. There are a lot of good ideas
in this chap ter and the il lus tra tive
games have been care fully se -
lected, but I felt that the Poi soned
Pawn Vari a tion, which seems to
me to be critical, was a bit
neglected.

Lu ther’s rec om men da tion of
6...e6 7.f4 ©b6 8.©d2 ©b2 9.Àb3!? 
is play able, but it is pre sented a bit
too ca su ally for my taste be cause
this line is ev ery bit as scary for
White as it is for Black. The po si tion 
is so imbalanced that an im prove -
ment on the ex ist ing the ory could
eas ily turn an as sess ment around
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com pletely, so I would like to have
seen more at ten tion paid to pos si ble 
black im prove ments.

Aagaard says of his chap ter on
the Sveshnikov: ‘In such a re li able
open ing as the Sveshnikov it
would be too much to hope for to
prove an easy ad van tage for White 
in ev ery line. That I have come as
close as I have is pure luck, and
was not some thing I thought pos -
si ble in ad vance.’ His main rec om -
men da tion is based on an idea of
Nick de Firmian’s: 1.e4 c5 2.Àf3
Àc6 3.d4 cd4 4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 e5 
6.Àdb5 d6 7.Ãg5 a6 8.Àa3 b5
9.Ãf6 gf6 10.Àd5 f5 11.c3 Ãg7
12.ef5 Ãf5 13.Àc2  0-0 14.Àce3
Ãe6 (against 14...Ãg6 he gives
15.a4!? and he thinks White is
better af ter 15...b4 16.Àb4 Àb4
17.cb4 f5 18.Ãc4 ®h8 19.Ãd5!
but this does n’t look at all clear to
me and this might be a weak spot
in the chap ter) 15.Ãd3 f5  16.0-0
Õa7 17.a4 Àe7 18.Àe7 Õe7
19.ab5 ab5 20.Ãb5 d5 21.Õa6!
®h8 (if 21...f4 22.Õe6! is the idea)
22.©a4! af ter which he be lieves
that White is better.

I don’t know the Sveshnikov well 
enough to com ment on the lines
with any con vic tion, but I fol lowed
the ar gu ment of this im por tant
chap ter and felt quite com fort able
about where it ended up – which is
ba si cally a nu ance at the end of a
main line with the as sess ment that
the un clear po si tion is prob a bly
better for White, rather than just
un clear. That may not sound very
ex cit ing, but it is pre sented as the
min i mum you can ex pect in the un -
likely event that your op po nent
knows the line ex tremely well, and
I am in clined to be lieve that this is
a sound re flec tion of what you
should ex pect if you take an hon est 
look at main line the ory these days.

The re main ing chap ters all seem 

to give re li able sug ges tions so my
over all im pres sion is that this
book is well worth buy ing for ev -
ery 1.e4 player, in clud ing those
tim or ous crea tures who have
never found the cour age to learn
Open Sicilians.

Learn from the Leg ends by
Mihail Marin is no less im pres sive.
I feel a bit self-con scious about re -
view ing an other book by Marin,
be cause I re viewed his last one, Se -
crets of Chess De fence, so re cently, 
and very fa vour ably. How ever,
Learn from the Leg ends is out -
stand ing and can not be ig nored. It 
is won der fully bal anced: orig i nal
and per sonal, deep and clear, en -
ter tain ing and in struc tive. It must
be a strong can di date for any ex ist -
ing book of the year award, and if
it does n’t win any, some one
should cre ate a new award so that
the book’s quality is properly
acknowledged.

‘Leg ends’ is a good word to cap -
ture peo ple like Rubinstein and
Kortchnoi who are usu ally sus -
pended some where be tween ‘mas -
ters’ and ‘cham pi ons’. Marin has
se lected games in which they dis -
play their fin est qual i ties. The se -
lec tion is: Rubinstein on rook end -
ings, Alekhine on ma jor piece end -
ings, Botvinnik on a fa mil iar good
knight vs bad bishop end ing, Tal’s
han dling of rook ver sus two mi nor 
pieces, Petrosian’s ex change sac ri -
fices, Fischer’s love of his king’s
bishop, Kar pov on op po site bishop 
end ings and Kortchnoi on fight ing 
chess.

When I heard that one of the
chap ters was Petrosian on ex -
change sac ri fices I feared that it
might look a lit tle too fa mil iar – re -
mem ber that Õe7-e6 move with the 
idea of Àe7-d5? Or Õf6-f4 against
Tal? I imag ine most read ers do,

with out fur ther de tails, be cause
these ex am ples are so widely used.
How ever, it is a trib ute to Marin’s
breadth of re search that these ex -
am ples are not used here. In stead
he gives sev eral games where the
con cept is not quite as tidy, and
com pen sa tion is not quite as ob vi -
ous, but the re sult ing po si tions are
there fore more in ter est ing. Con -
sider the fol low ing:

T_._._M_
j.d.l.jJ
Q_J_Js._
_._.j._.
I_._I_._
_.n.b._I
._I_._I_
_R_._.k.

T_._._M_
j.d.l.jJ
Q_J_Js._
_._.j._.
I_._I_._
_.n.b._I
._I_._I_
_R_._.k.

Hübner-Petrosian

Can di dates m-7 Seville 1971

po si tion af ter 20.a4!

‘De spite his ex tra pawn, Black has
se ri ous prob lems. He has sev eral
weak nesses and the b-file is to tally 
con trolled by White. The main
threat is ©b7. If Black loses the
a7-pawn his po si tion would be -
come crit i cal. The white out side
passed pawn would be sim ply too
dangerous.’
20...h6
‘A rather mys te ri ous move. Black
an swers the strong queenside
threats by tim idly ad vanc ing a
pawn on the other wing. The idea
be hind this move will be clear in
the fu ture.’
21.a5?
‘Not feel ing the dan ger, Hübner
aims to carry out his plans in an
op ti mal form. How ever, even if he
was not aware of Petrosian’s habit
of sac ri fic ing the ex change, the
pre vi ous move should have put
him on his guard. Better would
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have been: 21.©b7! ©b7 22.Õb7
Ãd8! 23.Õa7 Õa7 24.Ãa7 Ãa5
25.Àd1! Àe4 26.Àe3. Af ter the
match, Petrosian con fessed that
he would not have liked to de fend
this po si tion. The a-pawn is ob vi -
ously stron ger than the black dou -
bled pawns in the centre.’
21...®h7 22.©b7?! ©a5!
23.©a8 ©c3 24.©a7 Àe4
‘How rad i cally the char ac ter of the 
po si tion has changed in just a few
moves! Black has man aged to elim -
i nate not only the dan ger ous
passed pawn, but also the im por -
tant e4-pawn, which re stricted the
black knight. It can be felt that
Black has the better co or di na tion.
His pieces con trol the cen ter of
the board, while the white pawns
are rather hang ing. The queen is
tied down to the de fence of the
bishop, while the bishop can not
leave the g1-a7 di ag o nal be cause
of the deadly check on c5.

The white king is also more ex -
posed than his col league. For in -
stance, if White tried to re group
with 25.Õb3 Black would cre ate
de ci sive threats with 25...©e1
26.®h2 Ãh4. Hübner ap par ently
un der stood the sit u a tion quite
well, since around this mo ment he
of fered a draw...’
25.Õf1 25.©e7 ©e3 26.®h1!
(Marin) 26...Àf2 27.®h2 ©f4
28.®g1 Àh3 with a draw. 25...Ãh4 
25...Àg3!. 26.Õf7 Ãf6 27.®h2
©c2 28.©d7 ©b3 29.Ãf2
29.Õf8!. 29...©d5 30.©a7 ©d2
31.©e3 ©c2 32.Ãe1 c5
33.h4?! c4 34.Õc7 ©d3 35.©f3 
©b1! 36.©e3 36.Ãc3! Marin.
36...Àd6 37.©d2 Àf5 38.Õc4
e4 39.©c2? 39.Õb4! draw –
Marin. 39...©e1 40.Õe4 Ãe5
‘The game was ad journed and
Hübner re signed with out re sump -
tion. He also an nounced that he
would not con tinue the match; the 
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ef fect pro duced by the ex change
sac ri fice must have been very
strong. The ob jec tive sit u a tion
(4-3) was not that desperate’

Hope fully this ex am ple (which I
have ed ited) il lus trates the rich -
ness of the text. I should also say
that the book is beau ti fully pro -
duced and ex cel lent value for
money. So in light of these two
books we can ex pect good things
from Qual ity Chess Eu rope. Let us 
hope that it is not just a hon ey -
moon pe riod. It will be in ter est ing
to see how they de velop, and I
wish them luck!

From stan dard pub lish ers, to the
new pub lisher, to the self-pub -
lisher. IM Igor Khmelnitsky re -
cently sent me his Chess Exam
and Train ing Guide and ex -
plained that it is dif fi cult for
self-pub lish ers to mar ket suc cess -
fully, but that he was proud of his
book which has been rec om -
mended by Yermolinsky, Shabalov 
and Ehlvest. I am happy to add my 
en dorse ment, all the more so be -
cause chess au thors tend to be un -
der paid and any one tak ing the ini -
tia tive to buck this trend by
self-pub lish ing should be sup -
ported! The book is based on the
sen si ble idea that you need to dis -
cover your strengths and weak -
nesses be fore you can un der stand
what you should be working on.

There are 100 train ing po si tions 
of dif fer ent kinds and vary ing de -
grees of dif fi culty fol lowed by a
more gen eral train ing guide. This
is all suc cinctly pre sented and the
whole book is very reader-friendly. 
Most read ers will hone their skills
sim ply by go ing through the exam, 
which is packed with prob lems
that re quire skills of eval u a tion
and cal cu la tion. More im por tantly, 
the tests im plic itly shows how cal -

cu la tion and eval u a tion are re -
lated be cause the au thor asks for
an as sess ment and a move, and
these have to match! This in it self
is hugely valu able be cause many
play ers have dif fi culty bal anc ing
gen eral po si tional fea tures with
im me di ate tac ti cal is sues and one
of ten seems to block out the other. 
I sus pect that 100 test po si tions
will help to weed out this
tendency, if anything will.

How ever, I am much less sure
of the way the au thor uses the re -
sults of the exam as a sta tis ti cal
tool to give gen eral rec om men da -
tions like ‘im prove your tac ti cal
skill’. Khmelnitsky does make an
ef fort to ex plain how these sorts
of things can be done, but not in a 
way that I found re ally con vinc -
ing. It is ex tremely dif fi cult for
adult play ers to im prove their
chess, and in so far as im prove -
ment is pos si ble, I sus pect it is
much more per sonal and id io syn -
cratic than a po si tion-based di ag -
nos tic tool can pro vide. There fore 
I have be come quite sceptical of
any thing re sem bling a sys tem of
im prove ment, i.e. ‘do this and you 
will get better’. How ever, there is
a huge de mand for pre cisely this
type of thing and Khmelnitsky
meets it much better than most.
Those who want to know more
should go to www.iamcoach.com

Test Your Chess with Dan iel King 
(Batsford) is very pleas ant to read.
It in volves a choice se lec tion of
games from re cent stars that you
are en cour aged to work through in
a typ i cal test your chess for mat.
The qual ity of writ ing and anal y sis
is ex cel lent through out.

Play the Si cil ian Dragon by Ed -
ward Dearing (Gam bit) re minded
me of the story of a man who was

think ing about learn ing to play
The Dragon, but de cided to learn
three for eign lan guages in stead.
The point of the joke will not have
been lost on Ed ward Dearing, who 
must have spent hun dreds of
hours in a lab y rinth of vari a tions.
How ever, from look ing at the lines 
I know, it seems he has taken a red 
thread through the lab y rinth and
can show the reader around with
some au thor ity. He has not pre -
tended that The Dragon is any -
thing other than a mass of com pli -
ca tions re quir ing deep the o ret i cal
knowl edge, but it looks like he has 
made a com mend able ef fort of di -
rect ing the reader and minimising
his workload.

Start ing Out: At tack ing Play by
James Plaskett (Ev ery man) ba si -
cally amounts to a col lec tion of
Plaskett’s best at tack ing games...
but these are great games! Plas kett 
is not the most con sis tent GM in
the world but on his day he can cut 
through world class play ers as if
they were patzers. Rec om mended
for any one who loves to at tack and
would like to do it better.

Beat ing the Petroff by Kotronias
and Tzermiadianos (Batsford) is
cer tainly a book whose time has
come. I have n’t had the chance to
study it in de tail yet but I know
that Kotronias is an ex tremely dil i -
gent worker and that he thrives on 
re mov ing the ob sta cles be tween
1.e4 and vic tory! The au thors have 
cho sen the main line with 3.Àe5
and 5.d4 and seem to have found
an ad van tage of some sort in ev ery 
line. This is good news for e4 play -
ers who feel dis cour aged by the
Petroff, and a chal lenge to those
who love to neu tral ize White’s
most dan ger ous first move in this
way. n
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